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Diseases of the Stomach. 29 of his work; while, at the same time, we shall not unfrequently advert, by way of illustration, to the parallel investigations of Dr. Chambers.
After a brief notice of the special difficulties attending the study of disorders of the stomach, Dr. Budd enters somewhat fully into the consideration of the changes which that organ undergoes after death from the action of its own proper (gastric) juice. Our readers are doubtless aware that it was John Hunter who first announced that the stomach may be dissolved or digested after death by the secretion poured forth from its own walls. The first two occasions on which he observed this phenomenon were on men who were killed from fracture of the skull (one man dying outright, and the other in a few hours); and he afterwards met "with it in a man who had been hanged. He Hence the conditions on -which this peculiar process depends are?1. That the stomach at the time of death should contain a certain quantity of acid gastric juice; and 2.
-That the body should be exposed for some hours after death to the temperature required for artificial digestion. The first of these conditions is generally fulfilled in healthy persons meeting with fatal accidents soon after a meal; and it has hitherto been commonly supposed that intense post-mortem digestion of the stomach only occurs under such circumstances. < Dr. Budd, however, quotes a very interesting case, in which the great end of the stomach and the adjacent portion of the diaphragm were completely dissolved in the body of a gentleman who met with a violent death from fracture of the skull, at a period when the stomach was probably quite empty.* It is difficult in this case to understand how, without the ordinary stimulus of food, so much gastric juice should have -been secreted as to have occasioned this destructive process of solution.
Was it (he asks) determined by the shock of the accident, or by the subsequent irritation of the brain which the accident occasioned1? Dr. Budd seems almost inclined to attach some weight to the view which Hunter early entertained but subsequently abandoned, that digestion of the stomach is especially apt to occur after death from fracture of the skull.
In certain diseases, gastric juice seems to be secreted when the stomach is empty, and consequently exists in the stomach, unmixed with food : and, moreover, there are certain catarrhal states of that organ in which lactic acid is freely generated from the saccharine principles of the food, and
Reviews.
[July, forms with the mucous membrane an efficient digesting mixture. In persons who die from (or with) We must content ourselves with stating his conclusions, that the secondary disorder of the stomach in these diseases is produced through the intervention of the nervous system; and that it affects the secreting apparatus, and not merely the muscular coat of the viscus in question. Nor can we follow him through his lucid description of the rarer forms of softening of the stomach by the gastric juice; we must restrict ourselves to his summing-up, which is as follows:
" The result, then, at which I arrive is, that the softening, with thinness, of the coats of the alimentary canal, described by Louis; the pasty or pulpy, and the gelatiniform softening, of Cruveilhier; and the other varieties described by other authors, distinguished by the colour of the softened tissues, are essentially the same change; and that this change, whether it exist in the lower end of the oesophagus, or in the great end of the stomach, or in the fore part of [July,
The treatment of ulcer of tlie stomach is more dietetic than medicinal. Since it will then, in addition to the drain it causes from the mucous membrane, only sweep away the refuse of digestion, whereas if it be given at other times, or in repeated doses during the day, it sweeps away food that has been more or less digested, but the nutritious elements of which have not been absorbed." (pp. 248-49.) But the blood may be rendered impure, and the stomach may be consequently disturbed, not only by the defective action of the great excreting organs, such as the liver and kidneys, but also from a fault in the processes concerned in the disintegration and elaboration of the tissues generally.
One of the most important of these states of defective assimilation is that which is characterized by the formation and excretion of an excess of lithic (or uric) 
